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Photo by Jackie:  Bill and John’s ramble near St Bride’s Major, April 2016 

Walks Programme. 

How time flies. VoG Ramblers have had another action packed summer, with great attendance on most of 

the walks. In fact one of the first summer evening walks attracted 36 walkers, almost a record. Good 

turnouts are most appreciated by the leaders after all the hard work preparing and recceing the walks. 

 

Photo by Mike H:  Summer walk starting off from Cowbridge – 20
th
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The “Ramble with a difference” (RWAD) was also reinstated this year, and provided a fun day for the two 

teams that participated. Thanks go to the Guinea Pigs (Jackie, Shân and Mike C) who helped test out the 

clues and directions for Judy, Mike H and Ian prior to the day. 

 

Photo by Judy:  Jane’s Angels  having a break on the RWAD at Llysworney 25
th

 Sep 2016 

Helen Fletcher also ran an enjoyable and instructive navigation training day in the Brecons in May, and later 

that month a good turnout of VoG Ramblers supported the Area Walks Day starting from Cyfartha Castle, 

with great 5,8 and 14 mile walks to suit all tastes. 

 The Winter 2016/17 Walks Programme 

This is now printed and copies are being handed out on walks. The remainder will be hand delivered or 

posted, so all should be received within a few weeks. Of course it will also be available on our website, 

along with walk blogs, pictures and more detail of imminent walks.   

Many thanks again to Jean, our Walks Secretary, for pulling all the walks offered into one coherent 

programme. Also to Leigh for  updating our Website, Jackie and many other contributors for adding post 

walk pictures and descriptions to the Facebook site, and Mary Tornabene for again uploading our walks to 

the National Ramblers website so other Ramblers can look up our walks and join us. 

This winter we continue the Tuesday “walks with an historical interest”, thanks to Jackie for co-ordinating 

this programme and the leaders for offering these extra walks. The first of this series of walks has already 

happened as Jackie and Shân organised a trip to Blaenavon to do part of the Iron Mountain Trail. An 

enjoyable day was had by all, as below.  As usual details were circulated by email. 

 

Photo by Ray:  History walkers at Blaenavon Ironworks – 4
th

 October 2016 
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We’ve now also managed to offer an easier alternative walk to any Sunday G3 or G4 walk, so we hope that 

all members can now walk every Sunday if they wish to. Many thanks again to all our walk leaders without 

which the group wouldn’t function. This season we welcome John Jackson as a new walk leader. We always 

need new leaders as they help to spread the load. It also helps to keep up the number of leaders as 

established ones drop out for various reasons, and brings new walk ideas into the group. So if you would 

like to support the group and fancy leading a walk please do come forward, existing leaders will always be 

happy to offer advice and assist if requested. 

Weekends Away 

We’ve had several very successful weekends away during the period covered by this newsletter, the first one 

in June 2016 to Amesbury, organised by Mike C, Adrian, Ruth, Gwenda and Bill. This was followed in July 

2016  by a successor to the 2015 “Adventure” weekend climbing Snowdon, when a group led by Gwion and 

Del went to North Wales again to climb Cader Idris. Unfortunately this weekend saw more than it’s fair 

share of rain and mist, leading to some dramatic walks, a little too dramatic for some.  

 

Photo by Mike H:  Some rather damp VoG Walkers on the Cader Idris weekend - July 2016 

The final weekend away was in October 2016 when Gwion organised another trip to North Wales based in 

Criccieth (assisted by Del), again a great time was had by all. Many thanks to all the leaders of these mini-

breaks, as the time and effort to recce and lead them is considerable. 

 

Photo by Mike H:  Criccieth weekend away – October 2016 
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People 

Sadly we had said goodbye to two of our friends over the summer. David Cobourne passed away in May 

2016, he was an outstanding Group Secretary, including Membership, and one of the mainstays of the group 

in the early years after it was formed. More recently on August 25
th

 Jim Bostock died suddenly after a short 

illness only weeks after joining a few of us on a stile clearing evening. Jim was a popular and 

knowledgeable character and helped organise many of our walks with historical interest, he will be missed. 

 

Photo by Jackie:  Jim and John consulting 

Longstanding members Charles and Annie Slatter moved away to Hampshire in August and so will no 

longer be walking with us, and we wish them well in their new home. 

Other matters of interest 

 Social Events – Our Summer Meal was held in August at the Golden Well Restaurant. It was very 

well attended and clearly enjoyed by all, many thanks to Ruth for organising the gathering. The next 

social gathering after the AGM is on Wednesday 14
th

 December for pre-Christmas drinks in the 

Bear, Cowbridge. Details will be circulated nearer the time. 

 Vale Show - In August the group represented the Glamorgan Area again by manning a stand at the 

Vale of Glamorgan Show held at Fonmon Castle. Stalwarts Gwenda, Bill, Ian and Ruth set up the 

tent and displays, as well as clearing up and dismantling everything afterwards. Many thanks to them 

for all their efforts. This helped publicise Ramblers over the day, and it was great to see many 

Ramblers also dropping by to say hello on what turned out to be a lovely sunny day. 

 

 Photo by Mike H:  Vale Show - Ruth, Gwenda and Ian welcoming Sally to the stand. 
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 Llantwit Major Flower Festival – in August VoG Ramblers were also asked to support the 

Llantwit Major Flower Festival held in St Illtyd’s Church. A small team got together to produce an 

arrangement, but most of the work was done by Claire Fawcett, who produced the very natural 

display below, which was much admired. All of our spare walks programmes that were left with the 

display were taken, so we hope it raised awareness of the group activities. 

 

 

Photo by Gwenda: VoG Ramblers display at the LM Flower Festival 

 Ramblers Walk About Festival – VoG Ramblers supported the one day festival held at Margam 

Park in September by leading some walks. Thanks to Ian, Margaret, Gwenda and Bill for leading, 

although the number of non-Ramblers joining in with the walks was disappointing. 

 AGM and Quiz – the AGM is rapidly approaching again, and will be held again in the Duke of 

Wellington, Cowbridge, at 7.30 on Friday 11
th

 November 2016. Next year’s committee will be 

nominated and elected. Members are urged to come along and let the committee know any views you 

have on how the group is run, or any ideas you have for improvement.  

Ray has volunteered to run his “interesting” short quiz again after the official business has been 

concluded, which provided a lively end to the evening last year. So do come along, it’s a good 

opportunity to socialize as well as supporting the group. 

 

MH October 2016 


